CHINA  &   THE   CHINESE
whom that bridge had been associated, shyly declared that she herself would be no less faithful in her vows. So enchanting did she appear to the Emperor that he laid his hand, his heart, and his throne at her feet.
Now the Emperor took counsel with his Prime Minister how there might be devised some new and delightful form of entertainment with which to please the Princess, And the Minister, after deep thought, said to the Emperor, " Let us collect some of the noblest and most graceful youths about the Court. \Ve will attire them in lordly robes, and I, searching the historical records, will
YOUNG   CHINESE  SPINSTER Pressed in a short-sleeved tunic of flowered silk, the only oinaments this girl of the middle classes wears are the brooch at her throat
and her ear-rings Pketo, B. T.
HAPPY   THOUGH   MARRIED
Although love too seldom makes marriage in
China, marriage sometimes makes love, and
this young Shanghai wife looks happy enough
in her wedded state
Photo, B.  T. Pridtaux
instruct them how to recite the narratives of the illustrious deeds of your Majesty's deeply-revered Imperial Ancestors."
So the entertainment was duly presented in a gorgeous pavilion amidst blossoming fruit trees, and great was the pleasure of the Emperor and his lovely Princess. So great that the Emperor decreed then and there the establishment of a Guild of Dramatic Art, aad named it "The Guild of the Young Folks of the Pear Garden." Thus, so the story runs, was the Chinese Drama created, and by that name are the actor-folk sometimes called even to this day. And the Minister for his reward was thereafter able to boast that his great-great-grandfather had been ennobled.
The stage is virtually the current literature of the Chinese. Yet it is the historical romance which is the mosl popular of all plays. And Chinese history is most rich in dramatic i
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